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Courses for B.A. (Programme) Political Science

Discipline Specific Elective Courses

3. Democracy and Governance
(62327602)
Discipline Specific Elective - (DSE) Credit:6

Course Objective

This course aims to explain the relationship between the institutional aspects of democracy, the
constitutional framework within which they are expected to function, and the manner in which
political economy and political development, and civil society and social movements have an
impact on patterns of governance. It further aims to give students the conceptual tools to
understand how democracy as a model of governance can be complimented by institution
building.

Course Learning Outcomes
On successful competition of the course, the students will be able to:
e Demonstrate knowledge of the constitutional structure of democracy in India
e Demonstrate knowledge of the working of the democratic institutions of governance such
as Parliament, Courts, etc.
e Show awareness of policy making process within democratic institutions
e Show awareness of institutional practices of regulation, lobbying, etc.

Unit 1

Structure and Process of Governance (15 Lectures):

Indian Model of Democracy, Parliament, Party Politics and Electoral behaviour, Federalism, The
Supreme Court and Judicial Activism, Units of Local Governance (Grassroots Democracy)
Political Communication - Nature, Forms and Importance

Unit 2

Ideas, Interests and Institutions in Public Policy (25 Lectures)

a. Contextual Orientation of Policy Design

b. Institutions of Policy Making

c. Regulatory Institutions: SEBI, TRAI, Competition Commission of India, Corporate Affairs
d. Lobbying Institutions: Chambers of Commerce and Industries, Trade Unions, Farmers
Associations, etc.

Unit 3

Contemporary Political Economy of Development in India (10 Lectures):

Policy Debates over Models of Development in India, Recent trends of Liberalisation of Indian
Economy in different sectors, E-governance.



Unit 4

Dynamics of Civil Society (10 Lectures):

New Social Movements and Various interests, Role of NGO’s, Understanding the political
significance of Media and Popular Culture.
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Teaching Learning Process

The teaching learning of this course is specifically designed to deliver its objective of
understanding the process through functionality of the system. Classroom lectures, PowerPoint
presentation along with Cooperative learning will be preferred tool to critically engage students
in unraveling the complexities these systems are governed by.

Assessment Methods

The functional, procedural, comprehensive understanding of students in this paper will be
assessed by medium of internal evaluation in which students may be asked to prepare a group
activity , present a case study in class or write a term paper on any of the theme according to
course outline. Short quizzes conducted after completing every unit is quick way to assess
students’ reflexivity. Final end term written examination is another tool to assessment.

Keywords
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4. Understanding Globalization
(62327601)
Discipline Specific Elective - (DSE) Credit:6

Course Objective

The Purpose of this course is to give students a basic understanding of what is meant by the
phenomenon of globalization, its source and forms. In addition, students will obtain a familiarity
with both key global actors and certain urgent problems that requires solutions and global level.

Course Learning Outcomes

e The students will learn about meaning and significance of globalization in contemporary
times.

e The course will enhance students’ understanding on economic, political, technological
and cultural dimensions of globalization.

e Understanding the role of global actors in the process of globalization will enhance
students’ knowledge on world actors like United Nations, World Trade Organization and
G-77.

e Students will also learn about contemporary pressing issues like global warming,
poverty& inequality and international terrorism.

Unit 1
Globalization (9 Lectures)
a) Meaning and Debate
b) Dimensions: Economic, Political, Technological and Cultural

Unit 2
Contemporary World Actors
a) United Nations
b) World Trade Organisation (WTO)
c) BRICS
d) MNCs, TNCs

Unit 3

Contemporary World Issues (26 Lectures)
a) Global Environmental Issues (Global Warming, Bio-diversity, Resource Scarcities)
b) Global Justice
¢) International Terrorism
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Teaching Learning Process

The primary motive of the teaching-learning process in this course is to enhance students
understanding on different dimensions of globalization and also their knowledge about world
actors like United Nations, World Trade Organization and G-77 and on issues like global
warming, poverty and inequality and international terrorism. In this course the teaching process
would include a combination of different pedagogic tools like class lecture, class discussion,
class presentations, group discussion and debates. The students will also learn through power-
point presentations and film screening. The teaching-learning process would also focus on
regular revision through different methods like holding quiz after the end of every unit, dividing
the class into different groups based on different ideologies in the discipline and holding a free
debate amongst them on different issues relevant for the course. Students will also be asked to do
small write-ups on a question or a topic given to them based on their understanding of the
problem/issue after completing every unit.

Assessment Methods

Students will be assessed at different stages during the completion of this course. They will be
assessed on the basis of their performance in group discussions after completion of every unit,
class presentations and one assignment on a given topic.

Keywords
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Generic Elective Course

G2 - Human Rights Gender and Environment
(62325602)
Generic Elective - (GE) Credit:6

Course Objective
This course aims at enabling the students to understand the issues concerning the rights of
citizens in general and the marginalized groups in particular, and assess the institutional and

policy

measures which have been taken in response to the demands of various movements.

Conceptual dimensions, international trends and the Indian experience form the contents of the

course.

Course Learning Outcomes

Unit 1

The study of the course will equip the students with theoretical and conceptual
understanding of caste, gender, ethnicity and class as distinct categories and their
interconnections.

The course will further analyse socio-economic and political problems of marginalised
groups in society such as women, Dalits, minorities and adivasis and repercussions of
globalisation on them.

The paper will enhance understanding on the meaning of human rights, universalization
of human rights and human rights institutions in India.

The course will equip students with a conceptual understanding of gender and patriarchy,
and issues of women’s political participation and rights in India.

The paper will enhance knowledge on the concept of sustainable development, and
national and international programmes and policies on environment.

Understanding Social Inequality

Unit 2

a) Caste, Gender, Ethnicity and Class as distinct categories and their interconnection
b) Globalisation and its impact on workers, peasants, Dalits, Adivasis and women

Human Rights

a) Human Rights: Meaning and Evolution

b) UN Declarations and Covenants

¢) Human Rights and Citizenship Rights

d) Human Rights and the Indian Constitution

e) Human Rights, Laws and Institutions in India; the role of the National Human Rights
Commission.

f) Human Rights of Marginalized Groups: Dalits, Adivasis, Women, Minorities and
Unorganized Workers.

g) Consumer Rights: The Consumer Protection Act and grievance redressal mechanisms.
h) Human Rights Movement in India.
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Unit 3
Gender
a) Analysing Structures of Patriarchy
b) Gender, Culture and History
¢) Economic Development and Women
d) The issue of Women’s Political Participation and Representation in India
e) Laws, Institutions and Women’s Rights in India
f) Women’s Movements in India

Unit 4
Environment
a) Environmental and Sustainable Development
b) UN Environment Programme: Rio, Johannesburg and after.
c) Issues of Industrial Pollution, Global Warming and threats to Bio — diversity
d) Environment Policy in India
e) Environmental Movement in India
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Teaching Learning Process

In this course the focus of the teaching-learning process would be to equip the students with
theoretical and conceptual understanding of caste, gender, ethnicity, class, human rights, and
environment. The teaching process would include a combination of different pedagogic tools like
class lecture, class discussion, class presentations, group discussion and debates. The students
will also learn through power-point presentations and film screening. The teaching-learning
process would also focus on regular revision through different methods like holding quiz after
the end of every unit, dividing the class into different groups based on different ideologies in the
discipline and holding a free debate amongst them on different issues relevant for the course.
Students will also be asked to do small write-ups on a question or a topic given to them based on
their understanding of the problem/issue after completing every unit.

Assessment Methods

Students will be assessed at different stages during the completion of this course. They will be
assessed on the basis of their performance in group discussions after completion of every unit,
class presentations and one assignment on a given topic.

Keywords
Human Rights, Gender, Environment
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AE4 - Conflict and Peace Building
(62323601)
AECC (Electives) - (AECCE) Credit:4

Course Objective

This course is designed to help build an understanding of a variety of conflict situations among
students in a way that they can relate to them through their lived experiences. It’s an
interdisciplinary course that draws its insights from various branches of social sciences and seeks
to provide a lively learning environment for teaching and training students how to bring about
political and social transformations at the local, national and international levels. The course
encourages the use of new information technologies and innovative ways of understanding these
issues by teaching students skills of managing and resolving conflicts and building peace through
techniques such as role-play, simulations, street theatre, cinema and music on the one hand and
by undertaking field visits, interacting with different segments of the civil society including those
affected by conflicts as well as diplomats, journalists and experts, on the other.

Course Learning Outcomes

e The course will enhance students’ understanding on the meaning, nature and significance
of peace, conflict management, conflict resolution and conflict transformation.

e The students will also learn the importance of resource sharing in the conflict zones.

e The paper will develop students’ knowledge on ideological and socio-cultural dimensions
of conflict at local, sub-national and international levels.

e Students will also learn about negotiation and mediation skill for conflict resolution
through active listening, different tracks of diplomacy and Gandhian methods.

Unit 1

Concepts (6 Lectures)
a. Understanding Conflict (Week 1)
b. Conflict Management, Conflict Resolution and Conflict Transformation (Week 2)
c. Peace Building: Meaning and Concept (Week 3)

Unit 2
Dimensions of Conflict (6 Lectures)
a. Ideology (Week 4)
b. Economic/Resource Sharing Conflicts (Week 5)
c. Socio-Cultural Conflicts (Ethnic, Religious, Gender-based) (Week 6)

Unit 3

Levels of Conflict (6 Lectures)
a. Local (Week 7)
b. Sub-National (Week 7)
c. International (Week 8)

Unit 4

Conflict Responses: Skills And Techniques (6 Lectures)
a. Negotiations: Trust Building (Week 9)
b. Mediation: Skill Building; Active Listening (Week 10)
c. Track I, Track Il & Multi Track Diplomacy (Week 11)
d. Gandhian Methods (Week 12)
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Global Peace Film Festival, www.peacefilmfest.org/

Football for Peace International, www.footbhall4peace.eu/contact.html

Facilitation: http://www.pgexchange.org/images/toolkits/pgx facilitation tool.pdf

http://www.beyondintractability.org/bi-essay/facilitation

Negotiation:
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Penguin, 1991.
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http://www.cengage.com/cgi wadsworth/course_products_wp.pl?fid=M20bl&product_isbn_issn
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Crossword Puzzle: http://www.cengage.com/cqi

Dialogue: http://www.pgexchange.org/images/toolkits/PGX_D_Sustained%20Dialogue.pdf

Mediation:http://www.initiativeforpeacebuilding.eu/resources/A_guide_to_Mediation_ HDC.pdf
http://www.pgexchange.org/images/toolkits/civicus%20mediation%20tool.pdf
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Teaching Learning Process

The overall purpose in this course would be to enhance students’ understanding on the meaning,
nature and significance of peace, conflict management, conflict resolution and conflict
transformation and also to make them understand the importance of resource sharing in the
conflict zones. Students will also learn about negotiation and mediation skill for conflict
resolution through active listening, different tracks of diplomacy and Gandhian methods. In this
course the teaching process would include a combination of different pedagogic tools like class
lecture, class discussion, class presentations, group discussion and debates. The students will also
learn through power-point presentations and film screening. The teaching-learning process
would also focus on regular revision through different methods like holding quiz after the end of
every unit, dividing the class into different groups based on different ideologies in the discipline
and holding a free debate amongst them on different issues relevant for the course. Students will
also be asked to do small write-ups on a question or a topic given to them based on their
understanding of the problem/issue after completing every unit.

Assessment Methods

Students will be assessed at different stages during the completion of this course. They will be
assessed on the basis of their performance in group discussions after completion of every unit,
class presentations and one assignment on a given topic.

Keywords
Conflict, Conflict Management, Peace building, Trust building, Diplomacy
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